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among them, may have instilled into the minds of these people
some of their own principles."l Sir Edward Newenham stated,
in the early part, of this year, that a magistrate near Ballintub-
ber, in the county of Roscommon, was accused of having given
the Defenders a grove of ash trees, to make pike handles, and
that many men in comfortable circumstances had joined them
openly. A day or two before the Defenders appear in any dis-
trict, he said, a man of decent appearance goes through the
country, telling the people that the French will soon come to
their assistance, that ships have already arrived in the Isortli,
that Xapper Tandy and Hamilton Rowan will lead them, and
that Grattan will defend them in Parliament. When the way
is thus prepared, the Defenders appear in small detached bodies,
iirst disarming, and then swearing in the people.

For many miles round Castleblakeney, in the county of Gal way,
he said, there are very few magistrates, and not more than one or
two who have the least idea of their duty. Many are 4 trading
justices,' * if not themselves, at least through the means of some
ignorant servant or clerk, to whom they often refer the parties
for justice. Nothing, I assure you, sir, excites the discontent of
the lower classes so much as such conduct; and so accustomed
are they to such a traffic, that they make no scruple of offering
a bill to any magistrate. It is not taxes that drain the poor.
It is their own priests; it is their landlords, changing them
from one place to another, and never giving a lease; it is the
under agents, or stewards, that fleece them. . . . When their
mock patriots coast* to inflame the minds of the people with the
idea of Catholic emancipation, raising wages, taking off all taxes,
and various other ideas, equally absurd, and thereby allow peace
and harmony to return to the country, industry will flourish. . . .
The innumerable little unlicensed whisky-houses are the de-
struction of the labourers, and a nest for Defenders and every
kind of vagabond/2

The anarchy in Ulster did not extend over the whole pro-
vince. From some counties the Government seem to have re-
ceived no communications, and from two or three they received
communications differing widely from those I have quoted. Lord
Blayney> in sending to the Government a list of the yeomanry

1  W. Birmingham, December 24.

2  K. Xewenham, Feb. 26, 17i)0.